
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
  

	
  

CHEYENNE RIVER STUDY SHOWS ELEVATED URANIUM 

IN ANGOSTURA RESERVOIR 

Contact: 
Lilias Jarding, Ph.D.   605-787-2872 (Clean Water Alliance) 

 

Recent research by two South Dakota School of Mines and Technology scientists and a scientist from 

California State University-Fresno confirmed what we have long suspected – that elevated uranium levels are 

present in Angostura Reservoir in the southern Black Hills.  The study tested stream sediments along the 

Cheyenne River watershed from old abandoned uranium mines to Angostura Reservoir.   

According to the study, the elevated uranium levels at Angostura are partly caused by human activity, 

which would include the abandoned uranium mines and the former mill at Edgemont.  Elevated uranium levels 

at Angostura Reservoir are comparable to the elevated uranium levels upstream at the abandoned mines.  It is 

approximately 34 miles from the old mines to the Reservoir. 

“This impacts people throughout western South Dakota,” according to Gena Parkhurst, President of the 

Black Hills Chapter of Dakota Rural Action.  “The Cheyenne River runs along or through two reservations and 

five counties.  It impacts agriculture and tourism.  We need to clean it up.” 

According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), there are 169 old uranium mines and 

prospects in the southern Black Hills, which was mined from 1951 to 1972.  Only a handful of the old mines 

have been cleaned up.  There was also a dam break in Edgemont that released 200 tons of radioactive uranium 

mill wastes into the Cheyenne River in 1962.  According to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, some of 

these wastes reached Angostura Reservoir.  The Bureau of Reclamation manages the reservoir, which is a 

popular recreation spot for local residents and tourists. 

Sarah Peterson of It’s All About the Water, a grassroots group based in the southern Black Hills, says,  

“With these new, verifiable tests, it is time the Environmental Protection Agency immediately reopens the 

application for a Superfund clean-up at the old mines in the Dewey-Burdock area” of Fall River and Custer 

Counties.  The EPA looked into doing clean-up at the old uranium mines, but dropped the idea after being 

blocked from measuring the level of pollution on lands controlled by a uranium company in 2015. 



Dr. Lilias Jarding of Clean Water Alliance also calls for clean-up: “These radioactive mines have been 

sitting open for as much as 65 years,” Jarding said.  “These test results make it clear there is a problem that 

threatens public health and demands immediate action.  These old mines should be cleaned up before any new 

uranium mining is allowed in the area.  We call on the state Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

and the Bureau of Reclamation to clean up these radioactive mines, starting today.” 

 
The citation for the study is: 

Sharma, R. K., Putirka, K. D., & Stone, J. J. (2016).  Stream sediment geochemistry of the upper Cheyenne River 
watershed within the abandoned uranium mining region of the southern Black Hills, South Dakota, USA.  
Environmental Earth Sciences 75: 823.  doi: 10.1007/s12665-016-5522-8. 

The co-sponsors of this Press Release are:  

Clean Water Alliance is a diverse collection of citizens concerned about the health, environmental, and economic impacts that 
proposed uranium mining projects would have on our communities, people, economy, and natural resources. 
www.bhcleanwateralliance.org	
  

Dakota Rural Action is a grassroots family agriculture and conservation group that organizes South Dakotans to protect our family 
farmers and ranchers, natural resources, and unique way of life.  www.dakotarural.org 

It’s All About the Water is a grassroots movement based in the southern Black Hills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clean Water Alliance – P.O. Box 591, Rapid City, South Dakota 57709 – www.bhcleanwateralliance.org 

nobhuranium@gmail.com -- Facebook at Black Hills Clean Water Alliance 


